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Message from the 
Foundation 

The Engineering Excellence Awards are a major highlight in the IPWEA NSW 
Division calendar. 

This year we received 69 nominations which is the largest number received in 
recent years and significantly greater than the 41 received in 2014.

This is a great achievement in itself.  

The Excellence Awards enables all of us to appreciate the diversity and innovation 
of work undertaken by members of IPWEA NSW and their employer organisations. 
The Excellence Awards also give the wider community an insight into the 
outstanding Public Works and Services being delivered in their communities.

Nominating a project for the Excellence Awards gives Members the opportunity to 
showcase their talents and the production of this publication provides IPWEA with 
a valuable reference resource.

NSW Award category winners for “Design and/or Construction of a Local 
Government/Public Works Project” and the “Public Works Leader of the Year” 
automatically become the NSW nominations for the International Australasian 
IPWEA Awards which occur every two years. This process ensures that 
NSW provides a benchmark for excellence in Public Works Engineering for all 
Australians.

The Trustees of the Municipal Engineering Foundation join with me in 
congratulating all those who have taken the time and made the effort to nominate 
projects for this year’s Excellence Awards. In particular, we would like to commend 
the 2015 Excellence Awards Judges, Geoff Fowler, John O’Connor and Greg 
Moran. They have spent a considerable amount of time travelling across New 
South Wales to assess this year’s projects and have done so with immense 
professionalism, enthusiasm and attention to detail. Thank you also to David 
Niven, Paul Yannoulatos and Terry Winning who assisted in the judging of the 
Road Safety Award. I also thank Wendy Dummett for her difficult task of judging 
the David Abbott Award and the Public Works Leader of the Year Award. 

I would like to thank our Award Partners for their support: CJD Equipment, 
COMPLETE Urban Pty Ltd, Sharpe Bros., the Water Directorate and the NSW 
Roads and Transport Directorate.

As well as supporting the Excellence Awards, the Foundation is responsible for 
providing scholarships; endowments for Overseas and or National conference; 
enabling participation and exposure to new ideas early in the careers of young 
engineers. The purpose of the Foundation is to expand the knowledge of the 
science of Public Works Engineering and this objective is met in all these activities.

Chris Watson 
Chairman 
Municipal Engineering Foundation (NSW)
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Judges Comments

This year there were sixty-nine individual 
submissions with multiple entries into the 
various categories.

The locations of the various submissions 
ranged from Narooma to Ballina on 
the coast and from Wagga Wagga to 
Armidale inland. There were also thirteen 
Metropolitan submissions.

As in previous years the quality of the 
submissions were of a high standard 
with price tags well in excess of what 
would normally be expected from Local 
Government.

Whilst activities outside the normal scope 
of Local Government Engineers were 
carried out by Consultants, in some instances there is an emerging trend for 
Councils to utilize in house expertise to deliver the projects.  This is good for 
our industry and for the job satisfaction of Local Government Engineers.

The problem confronting judges is that there are many projects worthy of 
acknowledgment but there are limited options to reward all the good works 
presented in the submissions.  Although your submission did not receive an 
award this does not mean that it is not a great submission which can be noted 
by other Engineers in dealing with similar issues in their respective Councils and 
assist in the project outcomes.

The Judges were greatly impressed with the expertise of the current generation 
of Local Government Engineers and noted that it augers well for the future of 
our industry.

John O’Connor

Greg Moran

Geoff Fowler
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Public Works Leader  
of the Year

WINNER: George Bounassif 

George Bounassif is the Manager Infrastructure 
Services at Randwick City Council.  

He has successfully transformed Council’s 
Infrastructure Services section into a high-
performing department aligning it with 
the Council’s vision to be a leader in local 
government, a leader in the community, a leader 
in customer service and innovation and an 
employer of choice.  

George has taken a modern approach to 
management and strategically realigned the 
section to improve services to the community 
whilst also improving the assets across the City. 

George has a collaborative, flexible and 
integrative decision making style which motivates 
his staff and maximises their efficiencies.  

His high ethical standard and drive to improve operational capabilities has led to an impressive 90% staff engagement 
rate, a level which is unheard of in the local government sector. 

George meets with staff regularly, holding pizza days and generally opening up communication channels.  

George cites the Heffron Park upgrade as his proudest achievement.  This remediation project was staged over 6 years 
and delivered new car parks, playing field, 3 amenities buildings and a leisure centre, tennis courts and a cycling path.  

The cycling track includes a cycle training ground for children equipped with roundabout and traffic lights. This project 
came in under budget and on time.

George’s passion extends to being the Chair for the Sports Committee, membership of the Emergency Management 
Committee and the Surf Lifesaving Committee. 

George believes that the future of the engineering profession lies in the hand of young engineers who need to be given 
the opportunities to grow.  

George wants to continue giving back to the community.  It’s the simple thank you’s that are the most rewarding like the 
local resident who was so grateful after a ramp was constructed for her husband’s wheelchair.

George is a warm, genuine and authentic leader.     

Public Works Leader of the Year  
is sponsored by CJD Equipment
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The David Abbott Award 

WINNER: Nicola Daaboul 

Nicola Daaboul is a professional of the highest 
calibre who unfailingly excels in everything she 
does. She is an inspiration to young women 
seeking a career in the traditionally male 
dominated field of engineering. 

She’s enthusiastic and passionate about the 
application of sustainable asset management 
practices within local government that achieve 
informed decisions to better serve our 
environment and the community, now and in  
the future. 

Nicola possesses a unique blend of talent, drive, 
and superior industry skills which enable her to 
effect great change whilst winning the respect 
and goodwill of her colleagues. 

At Bankstown City Council, Nicola has lead 
the development and management of asset management strategies and systems for Council and improved the 
organisational culture of strategic asset management. 

Her contributions to Bankstown have paved the way to deliver improved systems practices and processes that result 
in a wealth of asset information used daily to inform decision making and create value though applying and sharing 
knowledge. 

She has spoken at National engineering conferences about leading excellence and innovation in this area, and more 
recently presented at the IFME World Congress on Municipal Engineering and IPWEA International Conference held in 
Rotorua. 

Just a few months ago Nicola embarked on an ambitious program to streamline Bankstown City Council’s works 
ordering and customer request processes by automating as many tasks as possible and making the relevant information 
available to field staff through mobile devices (tablets, smart phones or similar devices). Through this program, she 
intends to deliver an automated end-to-end work flow management solution, utilising an electronic work order system, 
with mobility tools that integrates with current corporate systems. 

The system will be flexible, easy to use, produce work tasks and work history, that have been measured and costed and, 
can be reported back to the customer in a timely fashion.

In December 2014 she successfully demonstrated a proof of concept pilot for the proposed electronic Works Order 
System. It is anticipated that the system will be implemented across Council by March 2016. 

Nicola is a young emerging leader in the industry who will 
provide a valued contribution to this industry.     
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Category 1:  
Design and/or Construction of a Local 
Government/Public Works Project

WINNER:  Bankstown City Council  
Bankstown Library and Knowledge Centre

This project brought about the re-invigoration of 
the Old Bankstown Civic Precinct to an up-to-
date facility involving the provision of a new three 
storey Library & Knowledge Centre to update 
the former facility and address current learning 
needs.  

The project also included the demolition of the 
existing auditorium to make way for a 300 seat 
theatre.  The facility also provides an outdoor 
reading garden, reflective pond and cafeteria.

Special features include an unconventional 
indoor support structure, and indoor garden wall, 
substantial reuse of timber from the demolished 
section of the building and heating provided from 
deep seated bores adjacent to the new library 
structure.

Highly Commended

Cootamundra Shire Council – Cootamundra 25m indoor Heated Pool Complex 

Coffs Harbour City Council – Pacific Highway Cook Drive Realignment
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Category 2: 
New or Improved Techniques including Innovation and/or 
Introduction of Techniques or Outstanding Management 
Initiatives or Outstanding Achievement in Asset Management

WINNER:  Coffs Harbour City Council  
Flood Early Warning System 

Coffs Harbour’s preparation for flood events 
is around 45 minutes due to the mountainous 
nature of the hinterland.  

Council has provided 14 rainguage stations 
throughout the whole catchment to alert of  
an impending flood event.

These sites were selected in consultation with 
the SES and BOM. 

A special feature of these facilities is that 
the systems were designed and installed by 
Council’s own staff.  

The benefit to the Community occurs as the 
warning system alerts the SES when 60mm  
of rain occurs in a 3 hour period and allows  
the maximum warning time to prepare for  
a flood event.

Highly Commended 

Bankstown City Council – Spatially Enabling Bankstown Project

Category 2 is sponsored by 
the IPWEA (NSW) Roads and 
Transport Directorate
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Category 3: 
Innovation in Water Supply  
and Wastewater

WINNER:  Nambucca Shire Council  
Bowraville Off River Water Storage 

Nambucca Shire was faced with the decision to 
Waterproof the Shire against major droughts or 
curtail the expansion of the area.  

This large project was carried out at a great 
expense for the Shire over and above normal 
commitments of a rural council. 

The project consisted of the construction of a 
5000ML earth filled off river storage dam to store 
water from an expanded bore field together with 
the upgrading of head-works, pipelines and 
pump station.

This project should ensure that Council will have 
sufficient capacity to drought proof the Shire 
and still enable the expansion of the Shire to 
continue.  

The dam is designed to enable to future rising 
of the wall to contain 14,000ML and will allow 
for the expansion of the Shire for many years to 
come.

Highly Commended

Kempsey Shire Council  
South Kempsey Pump Station Refurbishment and New Trunk Water Main

Category 3 is sponsored by  
the Water Directorate
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Category 4: 
Workplace Health and Safety

WINNER:  Kempsey Shire Council  
Sherwood Bridge Flood Camera and Water Level Monitoring Station

The Macleay Valley contains a catchment area 
of 11.500 sq kilometres with a mountainous 
hinterland and subsequently fast moving flood 
water.  

Like all other coastal councils Kempsey is 
concerned about the short time frame provided 
to be prepared for a flood event.

Council has installed a Flood Camera at 
Sherwood Bridge which is integrated with a new 
river level monitoring station.  

The camera is able to pan, tilt and zoom so  
that an operator can remotely observe current 
conditions at the bridge site. The cameras 
regularly takes images of the bridge conditions 
and these images are automatically uploaded to 
Council’s website and displayed.  

This allows residents to be upgraded on the 
progress and severity of the flood.
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Category 5: 
The Three R’s; Recovering,  
Recycling and Reusing

WINNER:  Kempsey Shire Council  
Mobile Community Recycling Centre

Council has constructed a job specific trailer to 
pick up hazardous problem wastes, paint, gas 
bottles, oils, e-waste and fluorescent tubing.  

Due to the size of Council’s area and the 
distances to the Waste Management Facility, 
Council has built the trailer with separate 
compartments for the various wastes so that it 
can service the area better.  

The trailer services the various townships in the 
shire and allows the residents, at no cost, to get 
rid of the wastes in their own locality, eliminating 
the need to travel some distance to the Waste 
Management Facility.

The main value to Council lies in the fact that 
if persons had only the Waste Management 
Facility to get rid of the wastes, a considerable 
proportion would be dumped in the bush and 
Council would then have to locate and remove 
this waste at a considerable cost.

Highly Commended

Randwick City Council  
Outdoor Classroom and Reed-Bed Toilet
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Category 6: 
Excellence in Road Safety Engineering

WINNER:  NSW Public Works and Roads and Maritime Services  
Mt Ousley Dewatering Facility

Mt Ousley is the location where the Princes 
Highway ascends the escarpment from 
Wollongong and Port Kembla in land and carries 
a high percentage of heavy traffic to and from 
the port.  

The Wollongong escarpment is susceptible 
to land slippage and the presence of the 
Dewatering facility ensures this important artery 
is open to traffic.

A new pumping system has been installed to 
enhance the ability to remove more groundwater 
and reduce the chances of a slip circle failure.  

The new system will improve the reliability of 
data and optimise the effectiveness of the 
pumps and improve the Telemetry and reliability 
of the monitoring devices. 

Being a National Highway it is essential that 
protection of this road be a priority and the new 
system will minimise the chance of any road 
failure.

Highly Commended

Wollongong City Council, NSW Public Works and Specialised GEO  
Mt Keira Road Remediation Works Stage 4A
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Category 7: 
Environmental Enhancement Project  
or Initiative

WINNER:  Warringah Council  
Narrabeen Lagoon Multi-Use Trail, Middle Creek to South Creek

This trail project has been constructed over 
2.5 kilometers and contains two substantial 
pedestrian bridges traverses environmentally 
sensitive areas around the Lagoon.  

The trail also contains boardwalks consisting 
of the hardwood overlaid with fibreglass mesh 
decking with a lifespan of 50 years. 

Disabled access standards have been 
provided to allow access for all members of the 
community.

The construction zone is confined to a width 
of 4.5m to minimise the impact on this 
environmentally sensitive area.  

Council carried out this project and overcame 
issues of intrusion on Sport and Recreation and 
Golf Club land.  

The result is a pleasant walk-way through 
environmentally sensitive areas which is now 
enjoyed by both pedestrian and cyclists in  
great numbers.

Highly Commended

City of Ryde  
Ryde River Walk
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Category 8: 
Local Government Excellence  
in Road Safety

WINNER:  Bathurst, Blayney, Cobanne, Dubbo, Forbes, Gilgandra, Gwydir, Lachlan, 
Moree Plains, Narrabri, Orange, Parkes, Warrumbungle and Wellington 
Shire Council  
Free Cuppa for the Driver Scheme (phase 5)

The Free Cuppa for the Driver Scheme is an 
incentive program developed to encourage 
drivers to stop and take a break at participating 
businesses. 

Participating Councils partner with local 
businesses to provide free cuppas to drivers 
between 1st March and 31st May annually. 

The Scheme is a win for road safety as tired 
drivers stop and have a break and it is a win for 
local towns and businesses as they attract more 
visitors and customers 

Highly Commended

Bathurst Regional Council and NSW Police  
Racing Road Safety to the Mount

Category 8 is sponsored 
by Sharpe Bros.
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Category 9: 
Multi Disciplinary Project Management

WINNER:  Hornsby Shire Council  
Aquatic and Leisure Centre

Council’s original pool at the site had to be 
demolished and in its place a 50m Outdoor pool 
with a 25m Indoor Learn-to-swim pool, and a 
kiddies Leisure pool has been constructed.  

The new facility contains a gymnasium and multi-
function rooms constructed over a basement car 
park for 112 cars.  

The whole area including the adjacent parkland 
has been landscaped to suit the amended levels 
associated with the new facilities.

This project has been selected as the Winner of 
this category due to the involvement of Council’s 
Project Managers throughout the various diverse 
disciplines required to bring such a large project 
to fruition.

Category 9 is sponsored 
by COMPLETE Urban
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Special Award 

WINNER:  University of New England and Armidale Dumaresq Council  
Bachelor of Engineering Technology Degree

This project does not sit readily in the standard 
category range but due to the importance 
of this course to the Future of Public Works 
Engineering it needs to be highlighted.  Whilst 
Engineering Courses are more readily available 
to Metropolitan students, they are not so easily 
accessible to students from Rural areas and this 
course is provided to fill this shortfall.

This degree is now fully accredited by Engineers 
Australia at Engineering Technologist level 
but can be articulated to USQ’s B Eng for full 
chartered status to Engineers Australia. 

It is essential that our junior members are aware 
of the excellent opportunity to gain a degree 
whilst still gaining practical experience.
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Emeritus Awards 

The Emeritus Membership Award is the highest 
award that can be bestowed on any member of 
IPWEA. 

To be eligible the nominee must be a Fellow 
and have served the community for at least 
twenty years in the delivery of public works and 
services. 

They must also have made a major contribution 
to the Institute and the contributions must be 
outstanding in character and well recognised 
by both the membership and the community 
generally.

John Truman

John was an IPWEA board member for 14 years, including stints as President of IPWEA NSW and IPWEA National. 

He represented IPWEA as National President for 4 years and also State President for 6 years. 

John’s continued focus has been that of informing, connecting and leading the development of asset management 
practice in NSW. 

John Is also a trustee on the Municipal Engineering Foundation and in his spare time he can be found at Ballina Shire 
Council where he is the Group Manager Civil Services.

Stewart McLeod

Stewart McLeod has dedicated over three decades to serving the Dubbo community, and during that time has become 
one of New South Wales’ most influential regional engineers, with a record of achievement recognised locally and 
internationally. 

Stewart was also instrumental in initiating and championing the creation of the NSW Local Government Water 
Directorate. 

This Directorate is the peak representative body for NSW Local Water Utilities. 

Stewart’s individual contributions were noted in 2006 when he was declared Champion of Champions, the highest 
individual award in the NSW Branch, made to someone who has made a significant contribution to their community, their 
colleagues or to the Public Works industry as a whole.

Greg Moran

Greg Moran was IPWEA NSW President for 6 of his 14 years of service on the board. Greg has also been actively 
involved in the wider community through Rotary both in his home town of Inverell and internationally through Shelter Box, 
providing relief during natural and manmade disasters. 

Greg has helped provide relief following an earthquake in Turkey, bushfires in Tasmania, and led a team of Rotary 
volunteers to build a hospital aids clinic in Papua New Guinea. Greg has served the industry and the community with 
distinction.

Note: Greg Moran attended this evening via Skype from Paris.



Pizzey Park Youth Precinct
Gold Coast City Council

Brick Pit Ring
Sydney Olympic Park Authority

NBN Survey and Design
Universal Communications Group

Helensvale Library and Community Cultural Youth Centre
City of Gold Coast

Tamarama Kiosk & SLSC Storage Building
Waverley Council

Belvedere Amphitheatre Upgrade
Centennial Parklands

DESIGNING AND DELIVERING 
COMMUNITY ASSETS 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
FOR GOVERNMENT



Thanks for visiting us at IPWEA 2015. 

For more information on our range of OLEXOBIT®  
polymer modified binders for sprayed seal and  

asphalt applications, please visit us online.

Passionate about
Roads that Perform

  roadsthatperform.com.au  1800 24 88 66    bitumen.au@pumaenergy.com
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The Roads & Transport Directorate is a joint undertaking between 
the LGNSW and IPWEA (NSW) to provide a resource to:

 Assist members in discharging their road 
management roles

 Assist LGNSW

 Assist Individual Councils

 Assist IPWEA (NSW)

 Lobby for an equitable share of resources and funding

 Research road and transport issues

IPWEA (NSW) Roads & Transport Directorate
Level 12, 447 Kent Street
SYDNEY   NSW   2000
Ph:  (02) 8267 3000
Fax: (02) 8267 3070
www.roadsdirectorate.org.au

The Roads & Transport Directorate congratulates the 16 outstanding 
projects nominated for the New or Improved Techniques Category

IPWEA (NSW) 
ROADS & TRANSPORT 

DIRECTORATE







IPWEA NSW State  
Conference 2016  
will be 26th – 28th 
October 2016*

Now is your chance to be part of the 
Engineering Excellence Awards 2016 

IPWEA NSW members are invited to nominate people and projects in various 
categories. Nominations are judged on their merits and are not constrained by project 
size or council/organisation size.

The IPWEA NSW Division presents the Engineering Excellence Awards each year to 
promote and recognise excellence of Local Government and public works projects.

This is achieved through inspiration, innovation, development and completion of 
projects and technical management by our members.

Award Submission Forms due: 
Friday 29th April 2016*

Award Full Project Submissions due: 
Friday 27th May 2016*

Projects Nominated must have been completed between  
February 2014 and February 2016

IPWEA NSW Engineering Excellence Awards Gala Dinner 2016 
Thursday 27th October 2016*

The preparation of a paper to present at the conference is a unique opportunity 
to share your knowledge and experience, and to contribute to the future of local 
government and the public works industry.

Submission of synopsis, bio and photo due: 
Friday 3rd June 2016*

* All dates are yet to be confirmed and are subject to change.


